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“Creating Spaces of Welcome”
How the Church Becomes a Place Where Freedom Begins

[image: ]1. Begin with posture, not programs
Before we build new ministries, we cultivate a posture of welcome. A welcoming church is one where:
· Strangers are seen, not screened out.
· People’s stories are listened to before they are fixed.
· Hospitality is understood as spiritual warfare against isolation, shame, and fear — the very conditions traffickers exploit.

2. Make space for safety and belonging
Practical ways churches can create spaces of welcome for the vulnerable and exploited:
· Offer visible hospitality. Keep your church doors open during key hours; train greeters and volunteers to be attentive to signs of distress or fear.
· Create “quiet corners” or safe rooms. Establish spaces where people can rest, connect with a social worker or ministry partner, and find dignity.
· Use existing facilities creatively. Sunday schools, kitchens, or guest rooms can be used midweek for respite, language learning, job-skills classes, or trauma-informed community care.
· Train the congregation. Awareness workshops can help members recognize signs of trafficking or exploitation in their neighborhoods.
· Normalize asking, “Are you safe?” This simple question can open the door to identification.

3. Partner where God is already at work
Churches rarely have to start from scratch. Often the best first step is collaboration:
· Partner with local shelters, NGOs, or crisis hotlines. Offer volunteers, meals, childcare, or chaplaincy support.
· Join or host multi-agency meetings. The Church’s presence lends moral and relational capital to community anti-trafficking efforts.


· Connect with businesses or social enterprises that employ or train survivors — help create pathways for sustainable freedom.
· Pray with purpose. Link prayer ministries with frontline efforts; pray by name for local organizations and victims (when appropriate).


4. Adapt what you already do
You don’t need to start a “new program.” You can tweak existing ministries to make them instruments of welcome and identification:
· Food pantries & community meals: Add private spaces or trained volunteers to notice and gently engage those who seem controlled or fearful. 
· Youth groups: Teach teens how exploitation happens online and how to spot grooming behaviors among peers.
· Women’s ministries: Offer mentoring and friendship circles for migrant domestic workers, refugees, or single mothers.
· Pastoral care teams: Equip them with referral contacts for trafficking services and national hotlines.
· Employment initiatives or vocational training: Partner with ethical employers or social enterprises aligned with survivor empowerment.

Every ordinary ministry can become a doorway to freedom if it’s done with eyes open.
5. Model the Kingdom: welcome as witness

· Every act of welcome declares: You are seen, you are valued, you belong. 
· A church that welcomes the vulnerable becomes a living picture of the Gospel — a place where dignity is restored and God’s justice takes on flesh.
· In a world of exploitation, a welcoming community is a prophetic sign that another Kingdom is breaking in.

Closing invitation
“When we open our doors, we open our eyes.
 When we make space, we make freedom possible.”
What could your church do this month to make space for someone who needs to be seen?

info@wfn.worldea.org 		     www.worldfreedomnetwork.org 
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